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“On the Internet, nobody knows you're a dog.”
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Technological innovations

First phase (1960s): micro- electron-
ics, miniaturisation, robotics

Second phase (1990s-): digital rev-

olution, space & biotech. , artificial

intelligence and nanotech. (and the
convergence of all the above)

Moore’s Law, Digital Revolution,
and the expansion of the Internet.

Techno-deterministic utopias
or dystopias

(T.-enthusiasm/opti-
mism or T.—phobia/pes-
simism)

Tidal waves of technologi-
cal development.

Being global, prime, equal, and

‘unterritorial’...

(Futurologists:)
Toffler (1972;
1980),

Naisbitt (1984),

Pearson (1998; 2005)
Negroponte (1996,

1998)

Speed technologies

Dromological societ-
ies, deterritorialisation

Virilio (1977)

The volume of technological inno-
vation, the scale of its diffusion in
social-economic activities.

The third ,tidal wave®. ‘Cre-
ative destruction’ (Schumpeter)
and Kondratiev’s long waves of

economic development.

Neo-Schumpeterian
school Great Britain

Also some politi-
cal documents:

e.g. Charter on Global
Information Society —
G8 Summer 2000

Meeting)

‘Information public utility’

infrastructure.

Informational communism L.S.
as post-industrial society

Masuda (1980)

The weight and growth of primary
and secondary ‘information indus-

Information-based economy

Machlup (1960s) Porat

tries’; knowledge-production workers. (1977)
The rise of the service sector, Post-industrial soci-
the white-collar jobs. ety. Consumerism. Bell (1973)

Know-how as raw material

New labour force: ‘thinking smart’,
inventive, developing and exploit-
ing networks. A global super-class.

Weightless society, new
capitalism; ‘living on thin air’.
Inequality as an acute feature

of modern societies.

Leadbeater (1999,
2000)

~Symbolic analysts“ Restructuring,

A new post-Fordism. Space of

Reich (1991)
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globalisation, fluidity of capital and
production, vertical disintegration
of corporations.

flows.

Castells (1998/2000)

Network logic, flexibility. A new and
powerful elite. A split between the
Net and the Self

Informational capitalism and
its black holes. Network so-
ciety. Digital divide. ...Fourth
World

Castells (1998/2000)

Death of the sign, more and more in-
formation and less and less meaning

A post-modern world dominat-
ed by signs, hyper-reality, an age
of spectacle

Baudrillard (1983)

Information flows, spatial logic of
electronic information networks,
capital ‘travelling light’.

Flexibility, short-term mentality,
uncertainty vs. security.

The devaluation of space
in certain spheres of life.

Liquid modernity.

Bauman (2001)

Abundant information, scarcity of
time and attention/reflection. New

principles in the legitimation of

knowledge in society.

Search for anomalies and paradoxes.

‘Performativity’ and ‘paralogy’
as legitimating principles in the
postmodern condition.

Little narratives as opposed
to meta-narratives.

Lyotard (1984)

The explosion of symbols, ris-
ing virtuality.

Economies of signs and
space, consumer capitalism.
Media- laden society.

Lash and Urry (1994)
Urry (2002) Webster
(2002)

Economic globalization, fast
information flows through
ICT networks, accelerated
pace of consumption.

Increasing differentiation, plural-
ism along with homogenization
and unification.

Time-space compression.
Disruptive spatiality and
the

postmodern conditiob.

Harvey (1989)

The changes in the Habermasian

public sphere — media, Internet, citi-
zen participation.

Individualization of social inequality.

The fluidity of interaction, sharing
competence; new mass-behaviours,
social rituals; stress from interac-
tion overload...

Cyberdemocracy, electron-
ic democracy.

Radicalised modernity

Reflexive modernisation
and surveillance. Late mo-
dernity.

Risk society. Interaction Society.

Poster (1995), Fried-
land (1996) Giddens
(1990) Beck (1986),
Graham (2001) Web-
ster (2002)

Wiberg (2004)
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Abstract

The objective of the current study is to provide audience with knowledge and information about
development of an Information Society (IS); challenges that global political agenda is concerned
with; new social dynamics created by growing Information Technologies; risks of the next 30-50
years associated with even more rising IS; international discussion of various academic or political
format, both on bilateral and multilateral level, best practices of various countries both in the north
and south, etc.

Simultaneously, we try to observe and evaluate globally debated risks and opportunities from Geor-
gia’s perspective. Ambition of this paper is to:

»  Contribute to the development of the Information Society in Georgia, in the most appropriate
way and with the most suitable model;

*  Observe and monitor fulfillment of the Georgia-EU Association agreement commitments by
the government of Georgia.

Concurrently, it is to be underlined that current paper is no a policy document for the Information So-
ciety Development in Georgia. It is familiarizing us with the duties and obligations under the Associ-
ation Agreement, as well as new rights gained by the citizens of Georgia through historical narrative,
describing global tendencies and analyzing context of Georgia.

Paper is also suggesting necessary and important recommendations for better practices and use of
instruments available to the country.
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